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About 600 years later, the Jews were again conquered,
this time by the Romans, who treated them with great
severity, driving many of them out of Palestine altogether,
into different parts of the world. That is why Jews are
now found in so many different countries. Again, after
another 600 years, Palestine was conquered by the Muslims.
It remained under Muslim rule for more than a thousand
years, until 1917, when it was taken from the Turks by the
British under General Allenby, in the first Great War. It
was then decided to create a national home for Jews in their
ancient motherland, and many of them returned to live in
Palestine. But during those thousand years of Muslim rule
many Arabs had also settled in Palestine, and a great dispute
is now going on between the Arabs and the Jews, as to
which is to rule Palestine and how it shall be divided. It is
a remarkable thing about the Jews that, even after having
been conquered so many times and even having been
driven away from their country, they have not lost their
feeling of unity and their desire to live as an independent
nation.

[Note: As there is no record in Egyptian history in which
Moses is mentioned, .some scholars doubt whether he was a
historical character at all. But whether it was a man named
Moses, or any other, who led the Jews out of Egypt, it is certain
that they did come into contact with Egyptian civilization in
roughly the manner described. And their history and laws, as
recorded in the Old Testament of the Bible, have had an immense
influence on mankind.]

QUESTIONS  AND  EXERCISES

1.  What did the Jews learn during their periods of captivity
in Egypt and Babylon?

2.  What is  remarkable  about  the  Jewish   people?    What
troubles  have they had  to  suffer  owing  to  their remarkable
qualities?

3.  Try to find out in what countries the largest numbers of
Jews live at present, and what kind of work they do.